Module Outline for PG/MA in Development Studies 2010/2011

Module Title: Anthropology of Development Course Outline
Facilitator: Mary Quinlan

Programme: PG/MA in Development Studies

Duration: 9 Sessions: 25 Hours

1. Aim of Module

The aim of the module is to introduce the discipline of anthropology and its use in
development to students who will be expected to adopt a critical analysis of the subject
and its potential role development.

Objectives
¢ To examine whether anthropological knowledge and perspective is relevant or
not to development work.
e To critically explore the term ‘culture’ in all its complexity focusing on society
and identities.
¢ To investigate enculturation and ethnocentrism using the multi-culturalism of
the group.
¢ To explore the anthropology of globalization paying particular attention to the
role of culture and consumption
e To assess the practical applications of applying cultural anthropological theory,
knowledge, and research methods to development

Module Content

Introducing Cultural Anthropology

* The Sub-disciplines of Anthropology

* A historical critique of the social discipline

* The Anthropological Perspective

* Is Anthropology relevant to the work of Development?

Anthropologists and Culture

* The concept of “culture’” defined and explored

* A critical approach to ‘culture’, Society and Identity
* Enculturation and Ethnocentricism

Identities
e The Cultural Construction of Gender



e Race, Racism and Power
e Cultural Relativism, Nationalism and Ethnicity

The Anthropology of Economics

* A review of economic systems

* Distribution and Globalization

* Culture, Consumption and the Globalized Economy

Applying Anthropology to Development
* The uses of anthropology to Development
* The role of the Medical Anthropologist
* Ethical Principles in “Doing Anthropology’

Qualitative Research Methodologies
* Participant Observation
= PRA

2. Module Approach and Methodology

The course will include power point presentations from the course facilitator together
with both small and plenary group discussions. Active participation will be
encouraged and the experiences, different cultures, ages and genders of the students
will be utilized for group learning. Oral and visual methods including case studies,
group exercises, observations and reflection learning will be used where appropriate.

3. Learning Outcomes
Students will have learned some of the more important anthropological theories in
relation to development and will have learned to critically assess them in the light of
their own experiences. They will have been encouraged to explore the importance of
understanding how culture, in its broad and problematic sense, relates to development
practice.
4. Assessment

4.1. Continuous Assessment

4.2. Summative or Final Assessment

Students will be invited to write an essay which will be marked and commented on.
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